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BULGARIA 


Chief of Staff Semerdzhiev Declines To D ‘close 
Defense 


Figures 
AU0702134989 Sofia POGLED in Bulgarian 
No 6, 6 Feb 89 p 7 


[Interview with Colonel General Atanas Semerdzhiev, 
first deputy minister of national defense and chief of the 
General Staff of the Bulgarian People’s Army, and Colo- 
nel General Khristo Dobrev. first deputy minister of 
national defense, by unidentified POGLED reporter: 
“We Are Optimists”—in Sofia; date not given] 


[Excerpts] A news conference took place in Sofia on the 
day the declaration of the Warsaw Pact Defense Minis- 
ters Committee was published. We addressed questions 
to Colonel General Atanas Semerdzhiev, first deputy 
minister of national defense and chief of the General 
Staff of the ian People’s Army, and Colonel Gen- 
eral Khristo Dobrev, first deputy minister of national 
defense. [passage omitted] 


{[POGLED] Comrade Generals, I have an easy question, 
because you probably wil! not answer it. What does the 
12 percent reduction of the military budget mean? How 
much money is this? And if you really do not answer my 
question, how am I to interpret this? As a matter of 
tradition, security, or glasnost? 


[Semerdzhiev] It is strange. You know that I cannot 
answer your question, and yet you are posing it. 


[POGLED] Well. anyway... 


[Semerdzhiev] ...So that your conscience is clear.... I 
would like to assure you that the only reason that 
prevents us from stating the specific figures of the 
military budget is the objectively existing situation that 
does not allow us to compare our expenditures with the 
expenditures of the other side. Even within the frame- 
work of the Warsaw Pact there is no uniform method of 
determining the military expenditures. When we over- 
come this issue, we will be able to announce the real 
Gefense expenditures. 


I can give you only one example. The maintenance of the 
U.S. Air Force personnel amounts to $69 billion. They 
form their army on the principle of volunteers. We pay 
nothing to our regular service soldiers. We ourselves take 

their food, training, and so forth. How then can 
we compare the military expenditures? The price of 
weapons, equipment, and special property varies from 
one fraternal country to another. Furthermore, often the 
indices are contradictory. This, and not our willingness 
or reluctance to disclose data, is the only reason that 
prevents us from citing specific figures. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Chief of Staff Vacex on Implementation of Pact 
Defensive Doctrine 

LDO102112889 Bratislava Domestic Service 

in Slovak 1730 GMT 31 Jan 89 


(Report on news conference by Colonel General Miros- 
lav Vacek, chief of the General Staff of the CSSR 
People’s Army, by editor Jozef Knizat, from the “Mag- 
azine” program; date, place not given—recorded, with 
Vacek speaking in Czech] 


[Text] [Knizat] Those politicians and historians who 
said that the USSR’s historic unilateral disarmament 
measures, of which Comrade Gorbachev informed the 
UN General Assembly, would not be the last steps by the 
Warsaw Pact in the sphere of conventional disarma- 
ment, were right. These were followed by similar steps by 
the other countries in our military defensive alliance, 
specifically the GDR, Poland, Hungary, and the CSSR. 


The publication of data on the number of armed forces 
and armaments of the Warsaw Pact and NATO is the 
latest addition to these important disarmament efforts. 
The cards are on the table, and this makes it possible to 
conduct serious talks, which so far have been blocked by 
the so-called numbers barrier. 


Colonel General Miroslav Vacek said on the topic: 


[Vacek] I think that the published data provide a clear 
picture, especially about the fact that in the number of 
armed forces and conventional arms there is, as we have 
often said, an approximate militay equilibrium that 
does not give any party the chance to claim a crucial 
military superiority. | speak about this because by pub- 
lishing the official data on our Armed Forces, we want to 
demonstrate goodwill to contribute to speeding up th: 
process of creating confidence and reducing armed 
forces to the level of sensible sufficiency. 


[Knizat] This is, | would say, the philosophy and the 


that it Mepny 
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[Knizat] As for working out the course of the measures 
that Czechosiovakia put forward with the Warsaw Pact 
member states, Col Gen Miroslav Vacek said: 


[Vacek] The individual Warsaw Pact member states 
worked out independently, on the basis of their position 
within the Warsaw Pact, what were their strategic posi- 
tions, their proposals, and no one limited them. I think (7it 
was more a recommendation) that the numbers of person- 
nel and the tye of technologies not differ much from one 
country to another. These are the first steps, and they 
cannot be seen as a sort of political adventure. We would 
be poor partners in the Warsaw Pact if we did not consult 
each other in formulating these proposals. We have con- 
sulted each other on these issues, exchanged views, and 
exchanged experience. So there was a certain coordination, 
but not in a sense, as many people would like to think, that 
it was dictated to everybody how much everybody will 
reduce things and what they can and cannot do. 


[Knizat} Miroslav Vacek then discussed the types of 
weaponry that will be eliminated unilaterally. His words 
confirm the fact that this is not obsolete military tech- 
nology but rather contemporary equipment that could be 
used in combat, and that also could be partially utilized 
in the national economy. 


[Vacek] The leadership of the CSSR People’s Army is 
considering using some tank engine components as spare 
parts. I would like to explain this. There was a question 
of whether we are eliminating cdsolete or modern tech- 
nology. Naturally, we will not eliminate the most up-to- 
date equipment. I think that you would all thank us if we 
did. I, however, claim that we will not eliminate old 
equipment that can no longer be used. 


We will scrap tanks of the T-54 and T-55 series—that is, 
contemporary tanks that could be used for military pur- 
poses under current conditions. Because most of the tanks 
are T-55’s or updated T-54’s, it will be possible to make 
parts from their spare components, which is something 
that we would like to do as a husbandry measure. We are 
considering the possibility of using several dozen pieces of 
military equipment, those with a trailer bulldozer for trash 
disposal, for example, in industry. This applies also to 
armored personnel carriers with Tatra enyines. However, 
the possibility of using military aircraft for civilian pur- 
poses is smalicr, but there is still the possibility of using 
them for spare parts, mainly in the Army, for these are 
again various versions of contemporary MiG-2! aircraft. 


[Kizat] Of equal importance is the question of what the 
15-percent reduction in our defense budget in the next 2 
years will amount to. 


[Vacek] Naturally it will be the relevant bodies that will 
Geal with the | 5-percent issue; that is, it is above all the 
CSSR Government that will decide how to use these 
funds. We could make various comparisons. | think that 
I could give you an idea of this sum when I say that it is 
not a small one and that it is larger than the amount 
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aliocated for work on ecological investment projects in 
the first 3 years of the Eighth 5-Year Plax. Those 
construction organizations that will be reinforced will 
help the construction industry in the national economy. 
They should make a contribution to all of society. This 
SC, Cie Se ee Se ee 
tions such as military construction organizations, to 

several billion Kcs of gross production for the 5-year 
plan, with which we will help the national economy. 


[Knizat] Our defensive military doctrine, which was for- 
mulated by the Berlin session of the Warsaw Pact Political 
Consultative Committee, has for the first time used the 
term sensible sufficiency. The latest steps by the Warsaw 
Pact are directed specifically toward its reliable implemen- 
tation. This is important because talks are beginning on 
reducing armed forces and arms in Europe from the 
Atlantic to the Urals. At the same time, it is an appeal to 
the NATO member siaies to join our effort to remove 
asymmetry in military arms and to make a specific contri- 
bution to building greater trust and security in Europe. 


Chief of Staff's Press Conference Details Planned 
Troop, Arms Cuts 
AU0402! 80689 


[Editorial Report] Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech on | 
February on page | carries a 1,500-word report by its 
correspondents Viadimir Palan, Stanislav Stibor, and 
Josef Vicek entitled “An Act of Goodwill for Disarma- 
ment.” The report gives an account of the news confer- 
ence given by Colonel General Miroslav Vacek, CSSR 
first deputy minister of national defense and chief of the 
General Staff of the Czechoslovak People’s Army 
[CSLA], in Prague on 31 January, at which he discussed 
“two significant documents”: the statement on troop 
and arms reductions and organizational changes in the 
CSLA (published on 28 January), and the Warsaw Pact 
study on the correlation of Warsaw Pact and NATO 
troops and arms in Europe (published on 30 January). 
Vacek's news conference is also the subject of a 1,200- 
word report by Vit Suchy, entitled “Equal Security for 
All,” carried by Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak on | 
February, on pages | and 2. 


This RUDE PRAVO report contains additional infor- 
mation on planned changes in the CSLA. The first 
relevant passage reads: “Asked by RUDE PRAVO what 
measures the CSLA command intends to take in our 
Armed Forces so that their structure assumes an undis- 
puted defensive nature, Miroslav Vacek replied that a 
whole of measures is involved. They concern, 
above all, a marked reduction in the number of tanks in 
all-purpose Army organizational structures—that is, in 
motorized infantry and tank divisions, which form the 
backbone of the CSLA's combat strength. On the other 
hand, we want to reinforce our units by increasing the 
number of antitank weapons. Apart from this, it appears 
to be advantageous to reinforce the Army's engineering 
units. ‘In other words, what is at issue are primarily 
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military operations whose aim is to reinforce the resis- 
tance potential of defense." He wert on to say that one 
could find many other steps that accentuate the defen- 
sive character of our troops.” 


The second relevant passage reads: “As for the issue of 
reducing the number of soldiers in combat units by 12,000 
men, Miroslav Vacek said that, in our case, this involves 
transfers from combat units to Army construction organi- 
zations. In other words, it is not a reduction in the form of 
layoffs or nonconscription into military service. The 
reduction concerns both professional soldiers and con- 
scripts, mostly collectives disengaged from the three all- 
purpose Army divisions cited [in the statement on CSSR 
arms reduction measures py blished on 28 January] whose 
equipment will be stored and mothballed in depots. Addi- 
tional soldiers will be transferred to Army construction 
Organizations from our Army’s support units. The Army’s 
own construction organizations will be used to assist the 
national economy. This assistance will be worth several 
billion korunas for a 5-year period. 


“When he spoke about eliminating weapons (tanks, 
armored personnel carriers, and so forth), he said that 
the engines and other components of tanks can be used 
for spare parts. It needs to be said that this elimination 
will not concern outdated types, but rather tanks of the 
T-54 and T-55 series, which means that their compo- 
nents can be used as spare parts for those tanks of these 
series still remaining in service. It will also be possible, 
for instance, to equip some tanks with bulldozer attach- 
ments and use them in cleaning up industrial accidents. 
It is quite possible that organizations will come up with 
yet other ideas for their use. It is obvious, however, that 
these tanks cannot remain tanks, that their turrets, on 
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The second passage reads: “In each country—and this 
applies to both socialist and capitalist countries—the 
resources appropria.cd for the defense budget are calcu- 
lated in different ways. This is why everyone counts 
according to his own criteria. A mechanical comparison 
is impossible. He expressed the conviction, however, 
that, beginning next year, it will be possible to publish 
these expenditures in greater detail in our country, too.” 


Military Observers Invited to Austrian Maneuvers 
AU0102153489 Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech 
31 Jan 89 p 2 


{CTK report in the “International Relations” column] 


[Text] General Othmar Tauschitz, general inspector of 
the Austrian Army, has invited two Czechoslovak offic- 
ers to attend the exercises of the Austrian Army. These 
exercises begin in the Waldviertel area on 31 January. 
The invitation is to serve as another step toward devel- 
oping Czechoslovak-Austrian relations and the strength- 
ening of good-neighborly relations. 


Chief of Staff Vacek Details Troop Cuts, Soviet 
Withdrawal 


Press Conference 3 Feb 
LD0302142389 Prague CTK in English 
1342 GMT 3 Feb 8&9 


— Prague Feb 3 (CTK)}—Czechoslovakia welcomed 
the successful conclusion of the Vienna follow-up meet- 
ing of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in 


combat aircraft of the Soviet Army will be withdrawn 
from Czechoslovakia in 1989. 
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In 1990, one Soviet tank division will be pulled out of 
Czechoslovak territory and other units will be reorga- 
nized with the aim to strengthen their defensive charac- 
ter. This will mean withdrawal of another 3,800 soldiers 
and 516 tanks. Thus, in the years 1989-1990, withdrawn 
from Czechoslovakia will be one Soviet tank division 
and four independent battalions totalling 5,300 men, 
708 tanks and 20 combat aircraft. 


Answering a question about military service in Czechc- 
slovakia, Miroslav Vacek said that the basic service lasts 
24 months but there exist exceptions in which the service 
is shortened to only five months on grounds of family 
and social reasons or if it is in the interest of national 
economy. On the possibility of the so-called alternaiive 
service demanded by believers he said that this is not 
motivated by political reasons. The command of the 
Czechoslovak People’s Army does not consider this 
problem topical as it concerns only individuals. These 
cases are being sensitively solved and solutions satisfying 
both sides are being found. 


On the possibility of shortened military service in con- 
nection with the Czechoslovak initiative to create a zone 
of confidence. in central Europe, Vacek said that this 
would mean reduction of the absolute number of the 
Czechoslovak Armed Forces. ““Czechoslovakia’s histori- 
cal experience confirms that as long as the present state 
in Europe concerning the number of armed forces and 
amount of weapons and egipment is preserved, the 
length of the basic military service (in Czechoslovakia) 
will remain the same as at present,” Vacek said. 


He underlined that Czechoslovakia lays great stress on 
success of the talks on conventional armed forces open- 
ing in Vienna March 6. 


Further Details on Withdrawal 
LD0302142389 


{Editorial Report] Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech on 4 

on page | carries a 700-word report by Josef 
Nyvit entitled “Initial Steps To Implement the Czecho- 
slovak Initiative To Establish a Zone of Trust.” The 
report gives an account of the news conference given by 
Colonel General Miroslav Vacek, chief of the General 
Staff of the Czechoslovak People’s Army, in Prague on 3 
February, concerning measures implemented in Czech- 
oslovakia to “reduce the level of military confrontation 
along the line of contact between the Warsex Pact and 
NATO member states.” 


The RUDE PRAVO passage on Vacek’s remarks about the 
withdrawal of Soviet troops from Czechosivvakia reads: 
“Replying to mgt ak mm hy Vacek stated, inter 
alia, that four independent Soviet formations will be 
withdrawn from the CSSIt in 1989: one airborne assault 
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the Central Group of Soviet Forces [stationed in 
slovakia} will .e¢ reorganized so that they adopt a more 
pronouncedly defensive character. On the whole, 1,500 
soldiers, 192 tanks, and 20 combat aircraft will be with- 
drawn from the CSSR this year. 


“In 1990 one Soviet tank division will be withdrawn and 
other wits will undergo organizational changes with the 
aim of reinforcing their defensive character. An addi- 
tional 3,800 soldiers and 516 tanks will be withdrawn. 


“In other words, one Soviet tank division and four 
independent battalions totaling 5,300 men, 708 tanks, 
and 20 combat aircraft wil’ be withdrawn from the CSSR 
in the 1989-90 period.” 


GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


FRG SDP’s Lafoniaine Cited Against 
Short-Range Missile Plan 

AU1302111389 East Berlin NEUES DEUTSCHLAND 
in German 11-12 Feb p 1 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)}—Oskar Lafontaine, Saarland min- 
ister president and SPD deputy chairman, has criticized 
the FRG Government's plan to build a “short-range 
missile that can possibly also be equipped with nuclear 
warheads” as incredible. Lafontaine said that Bonn is 
now even trying to sell the suspension of the project as a 
contribution toward disarmament. 


Walter Kolbow, deputy chairman of the Bundestag 
Defense Committee, said on the same subject that those 
who are serious about mutual secun.y and the conver- 
sion of armaments into defensive structures do not need 
any offensive missiles. For temporarily freezing the 
KOLAS [Complementary Air Attack System] missile 
Bee eS ee OS eS 
discussion of plans to step up armament. However, the 
issuc must remain on the agenda, he said. The objective 
must remain a third zero solution for Europe, he said. 
The disarmament process which has been initiated by 
the INF Treaty must be continued, and the threat posed 
by nuclear and conventional short-range missiles must 
be e'iminated, he said. 


NATO Response to Warsaw Pact ‘Unilateral 
Disarmament’ Criticized 
Defense Minister Wants Reciprocal NATO Steps 


LD1002151189 East Berlin ADN International Service 
in German 1332 GMT 10 Feb 89 


{Text} Bertin (ADN}—GDR Defense Minister Army 
General Heinz Kessler has described the unilateral dis- 
armament steos of the Warsaw Pact states and the 
comparison oj forces set out by them as important 
contributions to peace and detente in Europe. 
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That also applies to the decision announced by Erich 
Honecker on reductions of the National People’s Army 
[NVA] and GDR defense expenditure, he said on Friday in 
Berlin in a lecture to leading SED cadres from state and 
industry. Tri = to the special responsibility concerning th: 
sensitive border between imperialism and socialism. th:, 
unilateral step is proof of the integrity and predictability of 
socialist foreign, security, and military policies. 


Army General Kessler stressed that the peoples rightly 
expect the NATO politicians and military personnel also 
to make substantial contributions to reducing their 
attack potential while respectin, the real relationship of 
forces. The appeal to forego any attempts to get a round 
the intermediate-missile agreement and to act on similar 
disarmament measures for its armed forces wes directed 
particulerly at the FRG Government. 


NATO ‘Has Net Responded’ 
AU0902074989 East Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND 
in German 7 Feb 89 p 6 


[Article by Lieutenant Colonel Dieter Daumann and 
Colonel Hans-Juachim Lauenstein: “NATO—Words 
and Deeds”] 


[Text] At present, the general atmosphere in interna- 
tional relations is positive. Apparently a turn from 
confrontation to detente is taking place, as Erich Hon- 
ecker stated at the Seventh SED Central Committee 
session. 


In order to make this a permanent and irreversibie 
development, the Warsaw Pact states, despite visible 
complications and massive resistance by forces hostile to 
detente, again submitted numerous at the 
beginning of this year. The declaration by the Defense 
Ministers Committee on the numerical strength of the 
Warsaw Pact’s and NATO’s Armed Forces and arma- 
once again the socialist military coalition’s staunch will- 
ingness to do everything in its power to speedily reduce 
mutual concerns, to end the arms race, to facilitate the 
start of conventional disarmament, and to make peace 
more secure for all peoples. 


In an illustrative way that is apparent to everybody, the 
socialist European states are implementing step by step 
the principles of the Warsaw Pact's joint military doc- 
trine which was adopted in Berlin in 1987. All this 
affects the nuclear and conventional! disarmament pro- 


Proposals by the Warsaw Treaty Unanswered So Far 
Undoubtedly, the definitions of the Stockholm docu- 





which it has been severely criticized by in its own 
camp. 
This course of confrontation was also demonstrated by 


FRG Is the Largest ‘Training Area’ on the Contirv at 


The FRG territory, which is the continent's largest and 
most intensively used “training area” with 580,000 
departures of military planes and 85 large-scale and 
5,000 smaller (less than 2,600 men) exercises per year, 
also remained the main area for maneuvers in 1988. In 
September alone, | 25,000 soldiers were concentrated for 
“Certain Challenge” in the FRG’s southeast, which 


claims: “Our security policy (that of the FRC~—the 
authors} has never had anything to do with the saber 
rattling of the past. It has served peace from the very 
start.” 


Measures That Are Out of Place in Our Time 
After “Autumn Forge-88," also Scholz, FRG defense 
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policy,” as he asserted in his speech in Moscow on 25 
October 1988. There is a flagrant contradiction between 
wanting to “establish a just and reliable state of peace,” 
as he said, and reality. 


One has to observe with growing concern how certain 
NATO circles persistently try to dodge the agreements of 
the INF Treaty with plans for modernization and com- 
opment of a new generation of 155 mm- and 203.2 
mm-caliber nuclear artillery ammunition which can be 
transformed into neutron warheads by the installation of 


ple, the F-111). 


The measures adopted by the NATO Nuclear Planning 
Group are aiso completely out of place today. 


Medern Weapons for Old Policy of Violence 


peace is secure. On the other hand, influential circles in 
the Atlantic alliance are doing everything to stop and 
reverse the turn from confrontation to detente. 


insist NATO's outdated military doctrine. 
Kecent siatements by NATO leaders at the 26th Int<- 
national Defense Conference in Munich have confirmed 
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their readiness for negotiations on arms control and 
disarmament—however, exclusively on the basis of their 
own military strength and to their own advantage. 


The supreme NATO body | day after Mikhail Gorbachev's 
speech before the 43d session of the UN General Assembly 
showed that they do not want to negotiate on the basis of 
the principle of equality and equal security. In the NATO 
Council’s statement “Convertional Arms Control—Two 
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in German 1310 GMT 3 Feb 89 


{Excerpt} Berlin (ADN)—The GDR and the CSSR want 
to contribute to the impler. ntation of the Warsaw 
Pact’s peace strategy with a t.. sible policy of dialogue. 











Defense Minister Kessler, USSR’s Chervov on on the area of a 25-hectare garrison. 
Conventional Arms Talks 

LD0102235589 Hamburg DPA in German In Gyor-Sopron County, the population is involved im 
2239 GMT 1! Feb 89 the decision-making. Proposals have been made for 


us’ng the buildings as tourist accommodation and shop- 
[Excerpt] Berlin (DPA)}-—The Warsaw Pact views the com- ping centres. 
constituting no final negotiation figures for the disar- | An histone building complex in Esztergom, which has 
sxanent aagotietions beginning in Viewna io Merch. This been a military hospital since 1945, 1s to be returned to 
was made clear by GDR Defense Minister Heinz Kessler the Roman Catholic Church, its onginal owner. 


administration ca Wednesday evening in the first German The Soviet troops are to evacuate Godollo’s 200-year-old 
Television progam “Focus.” Grassalkovich Castle as well. The local council and 


i to be set up for the purpose. 

criticism on the incorporation of naval armed forces in 
the comparison, Kessler said that these particpate in At Tokol, the proposals of the locals are to be forwrrded 
combat just as much as air forces, and have a consider- to the Soviet command for consideration. The miuutary 
able effect on its outcome. The mandate of the Vienna _—+<heaiith establishment there is to be conve: ted into an old 
Negotiations must be viewed in its complete breadth. It people's home, and some flats handed over to young 
also includes islands and “groupings which use them asa ss: Couples. 
a, For this reason a:r and naval armed forces should 

taken into account. on W Pact 
Chervov was also of the opimon that one must consider = Troop Strength Figures 
all components in the comparison of the armed forces. 
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conspicuous if we look closely We confess to having 
[Text] Budapest, February 8 (MTI)—The timetable for about 500,000 troops, in fact more than 500,000 souiiers 
some of the units belonging to the Soviet more than we are supposed to have. Why is that’ 
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noncommiussioned officers. In other words, we will be _—ibe calling up conscripts to it any more. 
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INDIA 


a to Paris CW Conference Opposes ‘Ad 
Hoc’ 

52004700 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
10 Jan 89 p7 


[Article by Vaiju Naravane] 


[Text] Paris, January 9.—/ndia’s external affairs minis- 
ter, Mr Natwar Singh, has made a strong appeal against 
the of an ad hoc arrangement to prevent the 
spread of chemical weapons which wouid discriminate 
against developing nations. 


He told the TOI, “We are worried that what will emerge, 
will be an ad hoc arrangement to stop the spread of these 
weapons, which will put into action another discrimina- 
tory regime. In fact, Australia and 16 other countries 
have already agreed to ban the export of certain technol- 
Ogy equipment and chemical substances. 


“We have never been in agreement with the U.S., which 
defined the goals of the Paris convention on chemical 
weapons and bacteriological arms as being the reitera- 
tion of commitment to the 1925 Geneva protocol and 
the non-proliferation of these weapons. The French, the 
convenors of the convention, were sensitive to cur 
reservations. In the documents, they have replaced the 
word proliferation with spread”, he added. 


Mr Singh told the conference yesterday, “India is not in 
a position to accept any ad hoc regime for controlling or 
banning the export of dual purpose chemicals, equip- 
ment or technology outside the framework of a full- 
fledged comprehensive and universally applicable chem- 
ical weapons convention. We believe that the 
establishment of such a regime would be discriminatory 
and that once established it would tend to perpetuate 
itself and the very need for a chemical weapons conven- 
tion would in all likelihood recede into the background.” 


Mr Singh said India did not believe that the world could 
be divided into groups of responsible and irresponsible 
states—the responsible ones consisting of those who had 
the right to possess chemical wepons and who could be 
trusted not to use them and the irresponsible ones, those 
whose possession of chemical weapons posed a threat to 
the world. He emphasized that such 2 regime would be 
discriminatory because it would not address itself to 
thevast stock of chemical weapons in the possession of 
some countries. 


Mr Singh pointed to the dangers of the development of 
unnecessary controversies if proliferation was placed on 
the agenda. “My delegation would like to emphasize that 
the central issue for this conference is not non-prclifer- 
ation of chemical weapons but their elimination. If this 
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conference launches into the discussion of non-prolifer- 
ation, it will get bogged down in controversies which will 
frustrate the very purpose for which it has been 
convened”, he added. 


Mr Muchkund Dubey of the external affairs ministry, 
who with the foreign secretary, Mr K.P.S. Menon, makes 
up the core of the indian delegation said, “The confer- 
ence has given itself very modest aims. We would like to 
go much further and India is pressing for the identifica- 
tion of the major stumbling blocks at the Geneva nego- 
tiations so that the conference can direct negotiators in 
Geneva to tackle those issues”. 


Mr Dubey idenified these issues as certain aspects of 
cn-site inspection, verification of non-production and 
the setting up of an organizational framework to imple- 
ment the convention. “All that the negotiators in Geneva 
have agreed upon until now is the inventory of the 
stockpiles and the various stages involved in their 
destruction. 


“We feel the conference should set a deadline for the 
convention. The present term used .imply says ‘the 
conference will make decisive progress towards conclud- 
ing a convention’. This is too vague. A decisive progress 
towards progress could mean anything. We are urging a 
time-frame going into mid-1990,”" Mr Dubey said. 


ee Offers Technology, Hardware To ‘Bolster 
BK 1302163589 Hong Kong AFP in English 
1409 GMT 13 Feb 89 


{Text] New Delhi, Feb 13 (AFP)—France has offered 
India a package of advanced military hardware and 
technology to bolster New Delhi's ambitious missile 
programme and expanding Air Force, a French official 
said here Monday. 


The French Government-backed Groupement des 
Industries Francais Aeronautiques et Spatiales (GIFAS) 
aas Offered New Delhi advanced technology for India’s 
current light combat aircraft (LCA) project, GIFAS’ 
local representative Patrick Guerin said. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Speaking at a news conference here, Mr. Guerin said 
GIFAS had offered to sell India its latest air-to-air 
long-range interception missile (Super-530) and a short- 
range combat missile for the Indian Air Force. 


The GIFAS representative here neither disclosed tite 
range of the two missile systems nor New Delhi's 
response to the French offer. 


India successfully tested a 250-kilometre (155-mile) 
range surface-to-surface (SS) missile called “Prithvi” 
(Earth) in March. 
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It plans to build a 2,500-kilometre (1,553-mile) range SS 
missile codenamed “Agni” (Fire) to cap a programme it 
launched in 1983 to produce its own combat missile 
systems and slash imports. 


The Soviet Union is India’s main arms supplier. [passage 
omitted] 


Commentary on Pakistan's Claim of Successsful 
Missile Tests 

BK1202100089 Delhi THE HINDUSTAN TIMES 

in English 7 Feb 89 p 13 


(Editorial: “Pakistan’s Missiles] 


[Text] Pakistan's declaration with a flourish that it has 
test-fired rockets for what should eventually make it a 
missiles power seems more designed to divert the focus 
of India’s concern from Islamabad's capacity to make a 
nuclear bomb to its imminent mastery of a lethal deliv- 
ery systern. 


It is not without significance that the announcer was the 
Pakistan Army chief, Gen. Mirza Aslam Beg, and the 
occasion was his address to the National Defense (College 
at Rawalpindi bef>re a crowd of military students from 
Bangladesh, Malaysia, Indonesia, Jordan and Turkey 
doing a war course. 


Since Pakistan claims that it is not pursuing a nuclear 
weapons programme,, it should follow that its space 
research is geared to no military objectives. 


The proud announcement of the test-firing of missiles 
should have ordinarily come from the Pakistan F‘rime 
Minister, or someone on the civilian side of Pakistan's 
political structure, as an instance of oatstanding scien- 
tific achievement. But, then, the intended military sig- 
ee a oy er ee would have been 


Why should one assume that the missile story was a 
calculated move made at a particular point of time? The 
answer should be available in the recent news reports 
virtually confirming Western acquiesence in Pakistan's 
endeavour in the nuclear and thermo-nuclear fields, and 
in the projected view that the U.S. Administration may 
no lo ger find it easy to certify Pakistar’s non-weapons 
program for continued American economic and military 
aid. 


The danger to uninterrupted U.S. support might also 
have partly arisen because of Senator Stephen Solarz's 
strong views about the nuclear pursuits in South Asia. 
Gen. Beg might have felt comp ied to tell the Senator 
that the latter would not be allowed to jcopardise the 
benign and indulgent attitude the U.S. has traditionally 
adopted towards Pakistan. 


NEAR EAST & SOUTH ASIA 


The new emphasis on missiles might serve another 
purpose. Washington apparently is getting reconciled to 
its inability to prevent Pakistan from having nuclear 
bombs in the basement. Its attempt to thrust upon India 
and Pakistan the concept of mutual abstinence of 
nuclear weapons has proved futile. The objective to get 
New Delhi around to it might be a step closer were a 
missiles race between India and Pakistan to become a 
reality. 


Pakistan's lack of depth in land mass makes 2 missiles 
parity with India of far greater significance than possess- 
ing just a nuclear arsenal. Given the West's dislike of the 
development of rocketry and space technology in South 
Asia, an Indo-Pak missiles parity might become a tempt- 
ing aim to achieve for Washington. 


Since the possession of a long-range missile in the hands 
of Islamabad poses far greater security risks for New 
Delhi than a bomb, India might find the concept of a 
missiles parity difficult to accept. Pakistan's launching 
its missiles has only one message for New Delhi: It 
should stop dilly-dallying on its own missiles program. 


ISRAEL 


‘No Cause for Panic’ Over Iraqi Biological 
Weapons 

52004510 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST 
19 Jan 89 pp 1, 12 


[Article by Kenneth Kaplan and Judy Siegel] 


[Text] Biological weapons are weapons of last resort. 
They are more likely to be used against civilians than 
against troops at the front, and even then only under the 
most extreme conditions, according to military strategist 
Brig. Gen. (res.) Aharon Levran. 


Israel must take precautions to defend ‘tself against 

warfare, but reports from the U.S. that Iraq 
has acquired biological weapons and the means to 
deliver them are no cause for panic, says Levran, an 
expert on non-conventional warfare. 


“If you ask me, I'm much more afraid of chemical 
The effect is much more immediate,” he told 
THE JERUSALEM POST last nizht. 


Military sources said yesterday tha’ the IDF was pre- 
pared to deal with a biological attack, but refused to give 
details concerning vaccines that have been stockpiled. 


Like cherm'cal weapons, biological weapons can be deliv- 
ered through surface-to-surface missiles or a bomb 
drepped from a plane. Both are used against, “area 
targets,” as opposed to “point targets.” Unlike chemical 
substances, however, biological agents take a long time 
to disable the target population, making their tactical use 
against an enemy force massed for an attack unlikely. 
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Given this time lag, and the fact that medications and 
vaccines exist for many of the viruses spread in biologi- 
cal warfare, the use of either missiles or bombs to deliver 


However, he clearly “can't rule out the possibility that in 
the face of a military debacle they would use biological 
just as they would chemical weapons.” 


According to Prof. Yehi'el Beger, chairman of the 
department of molecular virology at the Hebrew Univer- 
sity-Hadassah school of medicine in Jerusalem, scien- 
tists who turn bacteria and viruses into high dangerous 
mutants for use in biological warfare are “playing with 
fire” because these are still inadequately understood and 
difficult to control, and can undo the world’s efforts to 
defeat the spread of disease. 


Beqger urged that international organizations like the UN 
“stand-up and fight” against the threat of biological 
warfare. “The UN, for example, should expel any mem- 
ber nation that has signed an international agreement on 
chemical or biological warfare but has itself violated 
such an agreement.” 


NEAR EAST & SOUTH ASIA 


Biological weapons, he explained, are not like gases or 
They multiply rapidly and can kill whoever or whatever 
comes in contact with infected people or animals. 


In a handful of laboratories around the world, there are 
supplies of dangerous organisms, which for many years 
caused deadly epidemics like smallpox. The World 
Heaith Organization supervises ts with the 
U.S., the USSR, China and South Africa, where these 
organisms are carefully stored in “safekeeping for pos- 
terity,” for future study. 


But even these frozen collections should be destroyed, as 
their genetic imprint can be inserted into DNA or RNA 
for further study without being able to “escape from the 
iab and infect people with the disease. 


He noted that a decade ago, smallpox virus “escaped” 
from a laboratory in England, infecting people with the 
deadly disease, and the scientisi who was negligent 
committed suicide. 


Bacteria and viruses are naturally found in nature, he 
explains, and they can infect humans or animais in a 
random manner. African Swine Fever, which affects 
pigs, caused such an epidemic in Cuba that officials 
claimed it was spread by Cuba's enemies through bio- 
logical warfare, when it in fact had arrived naturally. 


But in genetic engineering—a process developed within 
the last two decades, cells can be turned into mini- 
factories to produce all kinds of substances, from bene- 
licial drugs to “shifting mutants” that are very different 
from the original and more dangerous. “We still don't 
really know how viruses cause disease,” says Beger, “and 
these violent organisms could backfire on the very covn- 
try that produces them.” 


Prof. Efrayim Qatzir, the former president of Israel who 
is a biochemist at the Weizmann Institute in Rehovot, 
yesterday issued an impassioned plea for world control 


of biological weapons and the destruction of dangerous 
materials. “It is a threat to all mankind,” he said. 
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Chapayevsk Plant for CW Destruction Nears 


LD1302135889 Moscow TASS in English 
1331 GMT 13 Feb 89 


[Text] Chapayevsk, Kuybyshev region, February 13 
ASE By TAGS politica ous ancient Soegey Kalle and 
TASS military writer Viadimir Chernyshev: 


It is the first time that journalists have got an opportu- 
nity to visit the shops and laboratories of a chemical 
destruction facility located on ihe right bank of 


weapons 
the Volga in Kuybyshev region. 


The facility, near the town of Chapayevsk, was recently 
mentioned by Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze in his speech at the recent conference in Paris. He 
said: “Very few steps and gestures separate us from the 
conclusion of a historic convention on a ban on and full 
elimination of chemical weapons”. 


Foreign representatives will be invited here as soon as 
the facility, the construction of which is now being 
finalised, comes into operation. Its technological lines 
have already been built. Equipment has been assembied 
and has undergone tests. 


Preparation is now under way for a comprehensive 

ing of the entire system on neutral media, subse- 
quently on imitators and later on real toxic agents, i.c. 
phosphoorganic toxic agents, specimens of which were 
shown to delegations from 45 countries at Shikhaniy in 
October 1987. At that time there was talk that the facility 
near Chapayevsk would come into operation in 1988. It 
is now 1989 already... 


“We deliberately postponed the opening, aware of the 
responsibility which rests on our facility's personnel”, 
said Colonel Vyacheslav Solovev, director of the facility. 


“The building of such a facility can't be rushed. We do 
not intend to create labour heroes in the destruction of 
toxic agents in ‘uiure either. We shall do our work 
without undue haste and will engage in the destruction of 
chemical weapons for approximately 100 days a year, 
and will do preventive maintenance work the rest of the 
time.” 


By no means all Chapayevsk residents were gratified by 
the news of the construction of a facility of this kind near 
their town. They began sending protest letters to Mos- 
cow, and the ecological movement mushroomed 


When a government commission errived in Chapayevsk 
recently and met members of the general public, many 
townspeople demanded a relocation of the new facility as 
far away as posible. They saw too much of town author- 
ities’ negligence during the years of stagnation to believe 
in the promises of the directors of the existing local 
plants to do away with acid and chlorine emissions or to 
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A smart-looking engineering building faced with blue 
tiles is the nerve centre of the facility. It houses a control 
panel with electronic computers for highly qualified 
specialists to monitor and direct all technological pro- 


situation both at the facility and around it objectively. 


“By the way, does it not seem to you that the very fact 
that we invite foreign specialists not only to work but 
also to sive near the facility illustrates our confidence in 
their complete safety?” Colonel Solovev remarked. “Of 
course, we take care of our own personne! as well”. 


Upon walking past storage facilities with decontami- 
nants, we enter a preparatory department of the main 
technological building. !t is here that munitions coming 
in fiom the depot will be stripped of factory packaging 
and sent to be destroyed. 


Depending on the size of munition, it is sent on a 
conveyor corresponding to its parameters. The extreme 
left conveyor line will carry chemical components of 
tactical missiles primed with the viscose VX agent. The 
chemical munitions are almost twice as high as a man 
and their calibre is 844mm. 


Another conveyor will carry chemical components of air 
bombs containing 49 kg of sarin, and yet another con- 
veyor will carry artillery jet projectiles capable of carry- 
ing eight kilograms of the same toxic agent. Only one 
milligram of sarin is enough to kill a human being. 
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On their way to the main hall of the technological 
building toxic agents pass through an airlock at the end 
of the preparatory department conveyors. 


At the centre of the main hall, there are airtight cham- 
bers 'vhere the metal cover of the munition is automat- 


ically drilled through, opened up, and the toxic agent is 
extracted from it in vacuum conditions. 


From there, toxic agents travel, through pipelines, into 
neutralisation facilities to mix with neutralisers. Very 
high temperatures make it possible to do this quickly. 
Instead of formidable toxic agents, there ~merges a 
non-toxic reaction mass. 


Subsequently scientists will ponder on how to make 
fertilisers from the mass which is based on phosphorus 
containing organic substances and how to utilize costly 
esters and resins. Munition covers will also be utilised 
and turned into scrap metal—steel, copper or alumi- 
nium—after decontamination, calcination, and cutting. 


Discussion of Reasonable Sufficiency, 
NATO-Warsaw Pact Balance 


Warsaw Pact Numerical Superiority 
52000009 Moscow MOSCOW NEWS in English 
No 1, 8-15 Jan 89 p 6 


[Article by Josef Joffe, chief of the international news 
department, SUDDEUTSZHE ZEITUNG, West Ger- 
many: “Reasonable Sufficiency in Defense: Waiting for 
the Next Step...”’] 


[Text] In his UN speech, Mr Gorbachev said: “We will 
maintain the defence capability of our country at a 
reasonable and sufficient level.” What does this mean? 
What would make Western Europe feel more secure? 


I would like to outline three different subjects for anal- 
y-ig: the number of forces, the structure of forces, and 
Soviet political behavior. 


The number of forces. Western Europe's key problem is 
what we regard as the worrisome conventional superior- 
ity of the Warsaw Pact. In the Central Region, according 
to the International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS), 
some 800,000 Western ground troops face 1.15 million 
Eastern troops, with a tank imbalance of 13,000 to 
21,000 and an artillery gap of 4,700 to 14,600. 


West Europeans have always worried more about troop 
reinforcements than about forces already in place. And 
here, the Warsaw Pact has a natural advantage which 
derives from the simple fact of geography: the Soviet 
Union is close by and can reinforce its forward troops by 
road and rail while the United States must do so by sea, 
across 4,000 kilometers of ocean. 
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And so the edge that the East has become quite dramatic 
30 days after the start of the conflict. According to the 
West German defense ministry, the lineup would look 
like this: 2.8 million NATO troops against 6 million 
Warsaw Pact troops; 22,000 tanks against 54,000 tanks; 
18,000 Western against 48,000 Eastern artillery pieces. 


That does not look like “reasonable sufficiency”; indeed, 
it looks more like an impressive invasion capability. Yet, 
if “sufficiency” means anything, It would be the cer- 
tainty that both sides would be capable of defending 
themselves, but unable to attack each other. 


Mr Gorbachev's announcement in New York that he 
plans to remove 50,000 ground troops and 5,000 tanks 
from Central Europe is an important step forward. Yet 
this would merely reduce, but not eliminate Warsaw 
Pact superiority. “Sufficiency” would therefore be well- 
served by drastic reductions in tanks, infantry and 
artillery. A very good start would be equal numbers for 
both sides. “Sufficiency” also requires structural change. 


The structure of forces. The Soviet doctrine since Worid 
War II has heavily favored the offensive; accordingly, 
the aggressor must be defeated on his own territory. 
Perhaps that doctrine is changing now; however, the 
existing deployment of Warsaw Pact forces leaves ample 
reason for concern. 


According to NATO estimates, the Warsaw Pact has 
2,500 assault bridges mounted on armored vehicles, the 
Western alliance has only 454. This vast gap in river- 
spanning equipment suggests an army that plans t0 move 
fast in search of conquered space. Hence drastic cuts in 
the number of such bridging devices would be very 
reassuring. The same would hold true for other fast- 
attack forces. Any removal of offensive forces from a 
forward position would mute the threat of an unrein- 
forced attack. 


Western Europe would, therefore, feel most assured 
about constraints of both mobility and reinforcement 
capabilities. In practice, this would mean a different 
force structure: fewer tanks and more antitank weapons, 
fewer mechanized forces and more infantry, fewer long- 
range aircraft and more air defense fighters, fewer Cate- 
gory One and more Category Three divisions. 


The Soviet Union could take a number of reassuring 
steps elsewhere. According to NATO, the Soviet output 
of main battle tanks in 1987 rose to 3,400—up from 
3,000 in 1985. This is 2-1/2 times more than the total 
tank force of France. Perestroyka must extend to the 
Soviet arms sector: the pace of Soviet arms procurement 
must be slowed down. 


All these changes, especially if they continue, will have a 
far greater impact on Western threat perceptions than a 
ten per cent reduction in soviet forces. The Soviet Union 
will always be a great power—and always stronger than 
any West European nation, and that wil! always be a 
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problem. But a steady, predictable and responsible for- 
eign policy wi'l make a real difference. Mr Gorbachev 
has made a great start, but is the change irreversible? As 
ge gt ee My get or re al 

and, unfortunately, we do know about the unpleasant 
dialectics of history. 


A new global order means the steady building of trust 
above all, and once trust is firm, the importance of arms 
will pale. 


The basic point is this: once we have learned that we can 
trust each other—which depends on continued deeds 
rather than on inspiring words—;then we can afford to 
pay a lower premium for military insurance. As a result, 
we will buy fewer bombs and bullets—which is the nicest 
way to move toward “reasonable sufficiency”. 


Soviet Troop Cuts 
52000009 Moscow MOSCOW NEWS in English 
No I, &15 Jan 89 p 6 


[Article by Lev Semeyko, doctor of historical sciences: 
“This Time from NATO” } 


[Text] Western analysts are fond of comparing NATO 
and Warsaw Treaty Organization armaments numeri- 
cally. Well, numbers do look convincing, especially to 
those seeing them for the first time. The question is—- 
how accurate are they? 


General John R. Galvin, Supreme Allied Commander in 
Europe, once mentioned this curious fact: the 160 
research papers on the military balance in Europe writ- 
ten in the West all came up with different results, due to 
large discrepancies in the input data and calculation 
techniques. 


Some of the Soviet data is puzzling, too. Only last year it 
was stated that WTO had over 30,000 tanks in Europe. 
Earlier this year it was 50,000. Could WTO have almost 
doubled its tank reserves in just one year? 


It is absolutely clear that calculations ought to be based 
on objective scientific techniques rather than on admin- 
istrative, bureaucratic or propaganda assignments. 


I believe it is pointless to rack your brains for a balance 
of dozens of numbers before the two sides sit down at the 
negotiating teble and before teams of inspectors go out to 
military bases to check for themselves. Only then shall 
we know who has military superiority in which field. 


The number of forces. Say what you may, the reduction 
of half a million troops and 16,000 tanks is a consider- 
able contribution to lessening military tensions in 
Europe. Of course, it does not eliminate all asymmetries 
and disproportions in the NATO-WTC military balance. 
This is not what the Soviet step is aimed at, though. 
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The aim of the forthcoming talks on reducing conventional 
arms and armed forces in Europe is to ensure a mutually 
acceptable balance. The other side could, of course, recip- 
rocate by taking similar steps. After all, NATO is no “poor 
old man” as far as armaments are concerned! 


Let me quote the latest Pentagon estimates for reference. 
The Pentagon admits NATO superiority over WTO in 
tactical strike aviation (by 400 combat aircraft according 
to NATO or 1,400 aircraft according to Soviet esti- 
mates). This :s a dangerous kind of superiority, because 
a really sudden strike can be dealt at a minutes’ notice by 
quality of armaments, NATO's strike capability is by no 
means inferior to WTO's. Typically, NATO does not 
publish any estimates of its aircraft strike carability. 
NATO leaders are obviously reluctant to case any 
doubts among the broad public as to the alliance’s 
defensive nature.... 


The structure of forces. The decision announced by 
Mikhail Gorbachev to the United Nations is the begin- 
ning of a radical turn from an offensive to a defensive 
structure of Soviet armed forces. Yes, the Soviet union 
has a great strike capability in Europe. It would be 
hypocritical to deny that. But the important thing is the 
Moscow has set itself the task of reducing this capability 
to a minimum sufficient for solelv defensive operations, 
and is acting accordingly. 


The forces and armaments now causing special disquiet 
in the West will be radically reducec| over two years. Six 
tank divisions from East Germany, Czechoslovakia and 
Hungary are to be withdrawn and disbanded. At the 
same time, it was announced that the remaining divi- 
sions would be reorganized. After the removal of tanks, 
their structure will become strictly defensive. The Soviet 
armed forces deployed in the above countries will be 
stripped of assault landing and other units and forma- 
tions, including assault crossing troops and equipment. 
Without these forces and means, any offensive operation 
is inconceivable, since Western Europe as many obsta- 
cles for use in water. 


Yet another NATO concern taken into account is that 
the danger comes, allegedly, not just from the first, but 
also from the second echelon of armed forces deployed 
in the European part of the Soviet Union. Allegedly, 
these can quickly edvance tc the frontline and exploit the 
strategic success of the attacking troops. 


The unilateral Soviet initiative involves this second 
echelon, too. The number of troops in the entire Euro- 
pean part of the USSR will be reduced by 450,000, with 
appropriate cuts in equipment. In the coming two years, 
forces deployed in the Asian part of the country will also 
be drastically reduced. 


The political side. The USSR's large-scale reduction of 
forces is indisputable a major contribution to sirength- 
ening general security and trust. The world’s politwians 
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Ht hes nothing to do with weciear warheads. The missile 
is supposed to launch a “dispenser” that carries subam- 
munition (submunition] over the targei—4n most cases 


wilt He 


nie 


au a 
ti 


A 


int 
Hee af 


Ft 











qt itt SE i Hi ae Tt “t 
, : At) i jul i i : 
i i Hl i i HF i 1 { i 
i HE bt iH ig Het i if F Ht 
A dU ite Se 
ae il HE iF ie inal Ht i 
i fr if an HH i ih Ha He 
efi i adi dettpu TH Wi 
dy Hf iff HT fl ! ui i leat Ht Hi Ali HED 




















I fi ith Hl i Hit Hi jal : 1 
Heri it Hi in aE iE 
| cd ft tt Pe Hi i i ee 

a f ; 8: ad : tat ; HHS ne | 
DK El i tide Ws re rd an 
fH 1! ‘i | ie Ha ifil: Sis Ht 
Mit tf ly i it Wa ne it 
gio<ta Hi HH | aif han it }+- 
oT iat il lil Help i vier 

Ha Hart ji 1 tl HATH ih i + 


il ily full 


Hint Hida da H ii | Hts lei iH 














cat 


my] ty 
q 
AH 


Hai i 


oa 


lh 
iH 
HE 
ih i 
LTE 


as to be able to attack. There is 2 simple principle: The one 
who has more has to grve away more !t 1s not the weaker 
but the stronger one who has to make advance moves. 
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Prospects 


AU 1102160689 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
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mterest im safe overall conditions for a peaceful deveinpment 
m the wortd and the interest im the success of armament 


Oe ee ae ae Ses C0 as om Set contiol will make sure that the presence of the Amencans in 
[interview with Defense Minister Rupert Scholz by 


Manfred Schell: “Schotz: Figures Must Be Put on the 


Table in Vienna”, date and place not given] 


[Text] 


[Woerner] | do not yet see it as such. | think that the mutual 
[Schell] In March the conference on conventional arms 
cowtrol will start in Vienna. The Warsaw Pact's comparnson 


Defense Minister Schotz | nternewed of 


for CFE Talks 


-~ Ad Do 
the division of Europe and making 


oe : 
a thei nght to setf-<determination 


maim problems m our wortd are not the  Eurepe will remam unchanged im its substance. 
source of tensions hes im the 


for another 100 years... 
The 
one 


thing The main 
ar pctieme 
area, and 
only in 8 mmimum amount of such weapons However. 


[Schelling] When 1s the decision abou’ a modernization of 
the Wes:’s short-range nucicar weapons to be made” 

[Woerner] We are currently discussing this. | cannot gve 
you a bunding dace One thing 1s clear We are inieresied 
tho minimum must be maintained at the latest standard. 
as the heads of state and government said in March | 988. 
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[Scholz] I think that the Warsaw Pact states are currently 
mteresied in disarmament. They have probably realized 


that an arms burldup as it has been practiced to date 1s 
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of things” 


has provided 
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the Warsaw Pact already argued that a large part of its 
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assessment have to be discussed openly. If it is possible 
to quickly come to a common basis for assessment and to 
common figures, this would be a first great progress. 


Chancellery Minister Schaeuble on Arms Talks 
With US. Officials 
LD1162191289 Hamburg DPA in German 

1730 GMT 11 Feb 89 


never doubted the determination of the FRG Govern- 
ment to reject such exports and to rule them out in future 





by legal means.” “I believe that to this extent this matter | 


is now closed,” Schaeuble added. 


Speaking about recent information from the U_S. Secret 
Service that West European firms are alleged to have 
been involved im the construction of chemical plasis in 
other Arab countrnes, Schaeuile said that on this matter 
“nothing new and nothing specific has been said” to 
him. The FRG Government knew that in the first balf of 
the 1980's 2 German firm had been involved in such 
business. “We took legal action against the firm at thai 
time and lost the case.” 


AU 1002173589 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 


agreed that there must be no “third zero solution,” that 


the weapons systems should be kept up-to-date, and that | 


“in our discussion we only different views” on 
the penod of ume during which this has to be done. 
There have been different views on such a time frame- 
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that Helmut Kohl, CDU chairman, election campaigner, 
and Feder7] chancellor, will try to prevent such a devel- 
opment. 


Kohli considers this “an issue that has by no means been 
fully discussed to the end,” as he confided to the Federal 
news conference recently. He then rebuked his protege 
Scholz, because the defense minister had been too out- 
spoken in declaring himself for modernization. Kohl 
said that “I do not consider public discussion useful at all 
at this point.” 


Whereas the positions of Scholz and Genscher are rela- 
tively clear, there is a considerable vacuum in the center 
of the Bonn decisionmaking spectrum. The security 
policy center formed by Kohl, Schaeuble, and Teltschik 
has publicly started to stifle major debates. By announc- 
ing an overall NATO concept, they presented a formula 
that they consider sufficient for the time being. How- 
ever, we do not know the details of the secret efforts that 
are being made to agree on a concrete formulation with 
the United States, which would also be acceptable to the 
Koh! team. We can only assume that Wolfgang Schae- 
uble, chief of the Chancellor's Office and a self-styled 
Federal security adviser who does not always have a 
happy hand, will explore the possibilities of initial agree- 
ment during his current talks with staff members of the 
new U.S. President George Bush in Washington. When 
the new U.S. Secretary of State James Baker is in Bonn 
early next week, another opportunity will offer itself for 
detailed talks among Atlantic Alliance partners on mod- 
ernization. 


The Genscher camp is suspicious—officially, so to 
speak—of the foreign policy string pullers in the Chan- 
cellor’s Office. People in this camp are surprised that 
they are not being informed any more. (Uneasiness was 
created not only because of Schaeuble’s trip to Washing- 
ton but also because the chancellor’s adviser Horst 
Teltschik has been appointed the Federal chancelior’s 
commissioner for Poland.) Meanwhile, a number of 
clarification talks have been held with Genscher. On Ash 
Wednesday [8 February], the former FDP chief propa- 
gated his course again: “Closing ranks.” The actors are 
watching each other suspiciously. At least one of them, 
the chief of Hardthoehe [FRG Defense Ministry], 
Scholz, would like to speak his mind more often, but he 
cannot do so any more. 


Various statements suggest that professor of law Scholz 
and attorney Genscher meanwhile have found a formu- 
lation on the basis of which it would even seem possible 
to “close ranks.” Regarding the modernization issue, 
both now advocate “keeping up an option;” to the 
former, this is a minimum, to the latter, it is the 
maximum of what somebody can accept who, strictly 
speaking, wants to prevent the deployment of new 
nuclear weapons. 


When such an option for modernization would have to 
be taken up, would have to be decided in the light of the 
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Vienna disarmament negotiations—that is at least the 
way Genscher views the development. According to his 
calculation, the conventional threat to West Europe 
could eventually be reduced to an extent that would 
make a response by nuclear deterrence unnecessary. 


Just as the scribes quoted the Bible, Genscher always 
quotes the text of the communique on the NATO meet- 
ing in Reykjavik, Iceland, of 6 June 1987. This commu- 
nique mentions an “overall arms control and disarma- 
ment concept,” but not a deterrence concept. A 
“reduction in U.S. and Soviet shorter- 
range nuclear missiles has been fixed in this text as one 
of NATO’s negotiating goals. However, NATO has so far 
dodged negotiations on short-range systems. An attempt 
will now be made to corroborate this negotiating goal. 
However, even if Genscher were to win over Federal 
Chancellor Kohi for this objective, Sir Geoffrey Howe's 
chief in London’s Downing Street would offer utmost 
resistance to such a course. 


The advocates of “modernization,” in particular U.S. 
Defense Secretary-designate John Tower, also quote a 
NATO communique in their argumentation. Regarding 
this issue, everybody in the West has his own “quotes 
from the Bible.” The most important document for the 
United States is a paper which had been signed by the 
defense ministers of the Western alliance following a 
meeting of the Nuclear Planning Group at the Monte- 
bello luxury hotel near the Canadian capital, Ottawa, in 
1983. This document says that the carrier systems of 
nuclear weapons must be “efficient and able to react.” It 
adds that in the light of this realization, the ministers 
have agreed on a number of possible improvements. 


The contents of this understanding which is laid down in 
a supplementary protocol is secret. Since then, it has 
been clear to the United States that the modernization 
decision wes made long ago. The current debate on a 
deployment decision is considered unnecessary; “Mon- 
tebello” just stands for “modernization.” Federal Gov- 
ernment circles meanwhile have also realized what 
“modernization” means in the final analysis: It not only 
means that old weapons will be replaced with new ones 
but it also means that a new weapon will be introduced 
to replace the “Lance” missile, of which there are 88 
iaunching systems in the Federal Republic. After all, the 
Warsaw Pact has admitted in its recently published 
comparison of forces that the East is immensely superior 


in this respect. 


ao Rejects Third Zero Option for Short-Range 
LD1302160389 Hamburg DPA in German 
1520 GMT 13 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA)—Federal Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl has once again spoken out against a third zero 
option concerning short-range missiles. After a meeting 
of the CDU Executive on Monday [13 February] Kohl 
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said to journalists in Bonn: “I do not want a third zero 
option. And we will not agree to a policy of a third zero 
option. There will be no third zero option in the overall 
NATO concept.” 


Kohl said that the decision on the stationing of a 
follow-up system for the Lance short-range missiles 
which is to take place in 1995 will be due when “the 
usefulness of the Lance has ended”. That would not be 
before 1991/1992. 


The chancellor stressed that a policy of a third zero option 
was not possible with the present state of the world and the 
level of East-West relations. The Federal Government has 
said several times that it wishes to reduce the number of 
missiles to mutual upper limits. The individual details of 
this are a matter for the overall concept. 


Although the chancellor rejects a third zero option at 
present, he is presumably keeping open such a possibilty 
in case one day the process of disarmament allows it 
within the framework of the overall strategy. This was at 
least the interpretation of the Federal Chancellery Office 
of Kohl's other statement—in apparent contradiction to 
his attitude of rejection—that it was clear “that of course 


we are keeping this option open to us”. [passage omitted] 


Genscher: ‘No U * on Short-Range Nuclear 
Weapons M 

LD1402110489 Hamburg DPA in German 

1030 GMT 14 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Hamburg (DPA)—The Lance short-range mis- 
siles stationed in the Federal Republic can, in the view of 
Federal Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
(FDP), be used until 1995. At present there is no urgency 
for the technical updating of this weapon system with a 
range of up to 500 kms, Genscher said on Deutschland- 
funk Tuesday morning. 


An overall concept for disarmament and arms control 
has to be adopted this May. Concerning reports on 
differences on the modernization of short-range missiles 
which are said to have cropped up Monday during U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker's visit to Bonn, Genscher 
said, according to Deutschlandfunk, that the question of 
replacing the Lance missile should not be a test for 
alliance loyalty. [passage omitted] 


Firm Said To Export Missile Components to Libys, 


Karisruhe Finance Official Quoted 
LD3001190389 Hamburg DPA in German 
1749 GMT 30 Jan 89 


[Text] Karlsruhe (DPA)—Highly valuable missile com- 
ponents have been transported to Libya according to a 
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report in the BADISCHE NEUESTE NACHRICHTEN 
(BNN) via a firm in northern Baden. As the newspaper, 
which is published in Karisruhe (Tuesday edition) [31 
January] reports, quoting Gustav Eduard Michaelis the 
president of the Karisruhe Finance Office, this illegal 
export was discovered last year by customs investigators. 
An investigation was started on the possible violation of 
the law on the control of weapons of war. 


Out of concern for the enquiries which were still in 
progress, the Karlsruhe Higher Financial Directorate 
refused to give further details on the extent of the arms 
dealing. The name of the firm was also not given. This is 
not the only occurrence of transportation of weapons to 
Libya through northern Baden, the paper quotes 
Michaelis as saying. 






Further Details 
LD3101172989 Hamburg DPA in German 
1619 GMT 31 Jan 89 


[Text] Munich (DPA)}—The Munich | Public Prosecu- 
tor’s Office has started further preliminary investiga- 
tions into a Bavarian capital-based enterprise's possible 
export of illegal weapons to Libya. The Globesat Com- 
pany for Applied Satellite Technology Ltd, according to 
Managing Director of Public Prosecutions Heinz 
Stocker, is suspected of violating the weapons control 
law and the foreign trade law. No statement was forth- 
coming from the company today. 


According to Stocker, the firm is said for some years to 
have delivered electronic steering units “and then a 
whole string of testing and measuring systems” to Libya. 
The director of public prosecutions said that these tech- 
nical appliances had been used or were to be used for the 
construction of missiles. The Karlsruhe Higher Financial 
Directorate had conducted relevant investigations and 
had now transferred the case to Munich. 


The authorities in Baden-Wuerttemberg sent 29 files 
with approximately 4,000 pages to the Public Prosecu- 
tor’s Office in Munich, under whose direction proceed- 
ings on possible weapons exports are also being con- 
ducted against five firms based in and around Munich, 
Stocker outlined. The papers from Karlsruhe have not 
yet been analyzed, and nothing is yet known about 
possible results. “There may or may not be something,” 
said Stocker. 


The customs Investigation Department of the Karisruhe 
Higher Financial Directorate confirmed that investiga- 
tions are being made “in long pending proceedings on 
the export of missile components.” The BADISCHE 
NEUESTEN NACHRICHTEN had reported that high- 
grade missile components had been transported To 
Libya via a firm in North Baden. Here the newspaper 
referred to the president of the Finance Directorate. 














102,000 sacks in 17 containers. It was said that the 
amount would be sufficient initial material for manufac- 
turing nitramine-explosives for artillery ammunition, 
underwater projectiles, and missile fuel for a limited war. 


On this issue, Degussa AG in Frankfurt told the news- 
paper: “The chemical does not have to be approved. We 
have been exporting it for years to a Libyan fertilizer 
factory which intends to use it to improve the trickling 
capability of ureas.” 


Construction Firm Deliveries to Libya, 
Al-Rabitah 

LD0302104189 Hamburg DPA in German 

0939 GMT 3 Feb 89 


ext] Bensheim (DPA)—Sartorius Metal Construction 
nc.in Bensheim (Bergstrasse District) does not intend to 
make prepaid partial deliveries tor the “Tripoli Technol- 
ogy Center.” This was the firm’s reaction to suspicions 
that the steel doors, staircases, and aluminum windows it 
supplied were being used in the construction of a chem- 
ical weapons factory in Al-Rabitah. Josef Sartorius, head 
of the firm, stated today that when the contract was 
the company had no indication of the Libyans’ 
plans for this construction project. He proposed setting 
up an international information bureau where medium- 
sized firms could obtain information regarding the mil- 
itarily suspicious nature of construction projects. 
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LB0401104889 Hamburg DPA in German 
1021 GMT 4 Feb 8&9 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA) The Federal Government is 
expecting important from this year’s Disarma- 
ment Conference in Geneva, which begins on Tuesday. 
It accords the negotiations on a world-wide, comprehen- 
sive ban on all chemical weapons particular importance, 
State Secretary Friedhelm Ost, Federal Government 
spokesman, said today in Bonn. 


The ban should apply to the development, manufacture, 


Alluding to the international debate on the Libya affair, 
and worid-wide chemical supplies to other crisis regions, 
Ost added that the Geneva negotiations round is “domi- 
nated by a growing awareness of the necessity of a deep- 
ening international disarmament process.” The Federal 
Government, in coordination with states friendly to it, 
would undertake anything in order to make the Geneva 
Disarmament Conference a total and rapid success pre- 
cisely by banning chemical weapons. [passage omitted] 


F Minister Genscher Urges Tighter EC 
Chemical Export Controts 


LD0602124789 Hamburg DPA in German 
1235 GMT 6 Feb 89 


{Excerpts} Bonn (DPA)—On the eve of the new round of 
disarmament talks in Geneva on chemical weapons, the 
Federal Government is aiming for “a growing aware- 
ness” of the necessity of a total ban, said Government 
spokesman Friedhclm Ost on Monday. [6 February] 
[passage omitted] 


In a radio interview, Federal Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher on Monday announced close cooper- 
ation with the EC Commission in order to implement 
tighter export controls which should start with basic 
chemical substances. In the EC, furthermore, “political 
possibilities should be discussed to make it impossible to 
manufacture chemical weapons ir Libya,” Genscher 
said. This statement was not explained further. 


FDP Chairman Lamsdorff Alleges U.S. Computer 
in Al-Rabitah 

AU0602120989 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG in 
German 5 Feb 89 p 1 


[“r” report: “U.S. Computer in Al-Rabitah?”] 


[Excerpt] Bonn—According to FDP Chairman Otto 
Graf Lambsdorff, the central processing unit of the 















with the Arab League so that it [the League] can exert 
influence on Libya not to manufacture chetnical weapons. 


facture of chemical weapons before the end of the year. 
Salzgitter Manager Denies Involvement in Libyan 


AU0602134089 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
6 Feb &9 pp 48-49 


Interview with the manager of the Salzgitter company, 
rnst Pieper: “The Deceit Was Apparently Perfect” — 
place and date not given] 
[Excerpt] 
[DER SPIEGEL] Do you think you have contributed to 
increasing Al-Qadhdhafi's poison gas potential? 


[Pieper] No. One thing is certain: The Salzgitter com- 
pany has apparently been deceived. In 1984 we received 


WEST EUROPE 
an order from Imhausen Chemie to provide a limited 
part of the engineering for a chemical plant where 


Libya, our internal auditors started intensive investiga- 


{DER SPIEGEL] The managers of your subsidiary did 
not come across the word Al-Rabitah either? 


[Pieper] Those who were responsible for this business 
deal never saw this telex which only contains electronic 
data. They never came across the word Al-Rabitah. 


{DER SPIEGEL] How have you been deceived? 


[Pieper] Through Imhausen we received plans and 
arrangement drawings from Italian and French compa- 
nies, showing the detailed equipment of the plant. On 
this basis, we designed the foundations and the system of 
electrical lines and pipelines. According to our knowl- 
edge, nearly another hundred German, European, and 
U.S. enterprises participated in the Pharma | 50 project, 
and so none of the companies really knew what was 
going on. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Is it possible for an enterprise to 
prepare plans plant parts without being informed 
about the purpose and the overall concept? 


Of course. The part of the engineering that was planned 
by us, including electrical equipment and pipelines, is 
not limited to specific application. It frequently happens 
that, in order to protect the know-how, contractors do 
not inform us about the intended use of the pipelines. 
The contractor, however, is obliged to provide informa- 
tion about the environmental conditions to enable us to 
prepare the detailed engineering. We were ‘old, for 
example, that there would be no dust or sand in the 
entire plant area. I do not think that this is exactly a hint 
that the plant was to have been built in the Libyan desert. 


[passage omitted] 
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Government Abandons Short-Range Missile Plan 
LD0802151389 Hamburg DPA in German 
1406 GMT 8 Feb 89 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—The Federal Government has 
given up for the moment plans to build a conventional 
short-range missile with pinpoint accuracy. Government 
spokesman Friedhelm Ost told the press in Bonn on 
Wednesday that Federal Chancelior Helmut Kohl, in 
agreement with Fede:al Defense Minister Rupert Schoiz, 
had decided on Wednesday “not to pursue this program 
any further.” 


According to Ost, Kohl and Scholz had agreed that the 
option would be totally abandoned if disarmament nego- 
tiations lead to a conventional balance at a low level. Ost 
said that the decision had been made in view of positive 
disarmament signals from the Warsaw Pact. 


The plans, which had come to light through a documen- 
tary by the TV current affairs program “Report”, had 
caused a stir and intensive discussions between the 
parties in recent days. “Report” had claimed that the 
matter concerned the t of a nuclear missile 
called KOLAS. Ost denied this vehemently once again 
on Wednesday. 


Ost reminded those present that the Federal Republic 
has dispensed with the construction and possession of 
nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons since 1945. 
This remains unchanged. 


Press Views Criticism of Missile Project 
AU0902114189 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 0605 GMT 9 Feb 89 


[From the press review] 


[Text] One of the topics discussed by the press today is 
the Federal Government's decision to suspend plans to 
build a new conventional short-range missile. 


FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE comments as fol- 
lows: “In the increasing excitement about the project, 
financed by the Defense Ministry, to have Messersch- 
mitt-Boelkow-Blohm develop a surface-to-surface mis- 
sile with a range of less than 500 kilometers, the neces- 
sary ability to differentiate is threatening to get lost. 
There are no legal obstacles for the Federal Republic 
regarding such a project. Whether it was politically wise 
to start such a project at all is another question. The 
hurry with which it has been dropped now that the 
maticr has leaked to the public may be viewed as an 
answer to this question. Whether the Federal Republic 
tan recommend itself on this basis as a partner of 
“ften<iemanded military cooperation, is a different 
*hing 


Joe Aunith 


daly SURDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 


Ansel, whe wanted to know, did know the 
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We read in FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU: “If those 
who at present hold responsibility in Bonn were not 
to blame, we could have sympathy with them. 


weapons systems, or gets talked about in this connection. 
Tid cho Unis Gus Ger olate toe 0 Geen eaten 
missile which, | day after a critical television 
have now suddenly been dropped in the interest of better 
judgment. That does not create a convincing impres- 


BRAUNSCHWEIGER ZEITUNG arrives at the follow- 
ing conclusion: “The drawer is the proper place for such 
plans for the time being. However, the condition that 
Chancellor Koh! made in this respect is also reasonable. 
Giving up the modernizat n of our conventional 
defense oniy makes sense as long as there is hope for 
balanced disarmament. Such balanced disarmament 
must not be interfered with. If relevant negotiations 
yield results, so much the better. However, the present 
Soviet superiority would not be acceptable in the long 
run, and it is even increasing as western deterrence, 
which so far has helped ensure peace, is being reduced. 
Even less acceptable would be a modernization that is 
only taking place in the East, but would be politically 
neutralized here.” 


We read in KOELNER STADT-ANZEIGER: “The pro- 
visional end to Bonn’s missile plans raises questions that 
have not yet been answered convincingly in the West. 
Whereas the East needs disarmament in the interest of 
modern civilian production, the problem that the NATO 
countries have is just the opposite. For instance. the INF 
Treaty has created huge production gaps with the Persh- 
ing producer in the United States. It is no secret cither 
that the West German Messerschmitt-Boclkow-Biohm 
concern is constantly trying to gct new orders. Therefore. 
if conventional disarmament is to be carricd out. it is 
a time for us to find alicrnatives for highly productive 








JPRS-TAC-89-007 
22 February 1989 


Intelligence Service Said To Have Had Evidence 
of Libyan CW Plant in 1980 


Chancellery Report to 
LD1302204589 Hamburg DPA in German 
2007 GMT 13 Feb 89 


example in Great Britain and Italy. In 1986 it was stated, 
on the basis of information from foreign intelligence 
services, that in October of the previous year 100 tonnes 
of sodium fluoride might have been shipped to Libya on 
the Panamanian freighter “Capira” from Zeebrugge. 


In mid-October 1988, the BND and the Federal Customs 
Institute discussed the matter. However there was no 
information that chemical weapons were being manufac- 
tured in Libya or that German supply firms had con- 
sciously collaborated on this. 


The Schaeuble report, which contains a comprehensive 
chronology, will be passed or to the Bundestag after 
approval by the cabinet on Wednesday. The parliament 
will debate it on Friday. 


Further Details 
AU1502113789 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
15 Feb 89 p1 


[{“ms” report: “First Pointers to Libyan Poison Gas 
Plant Already on 22 April 1980") 


[Text] Since 22 April 1980 the FRG Governments under 
Chancellors Schmidt and Kohli have been confronted by 
intelligence services and other sources, in particularly 
also by the U.S. Administration, with the suspicion of 
German participation in the construction of a poison gas 
factory in Libya. This also applies to Foreign Minister 
Genscher (FDP), in whose office important pieces of 
information all came together. 


visit to W: 
ber 1988. In addition, Washington would “provide the 
chancellor with an intelligence briefing.” According to 
information available to DIE WELT, on 20 October 
1988 the chancellor was “briefed in summary on intelli- 
gence findings on the Libyan efforts to build a combat 
agent plant” by a paper from the head of the 

of the Federal Intelligence Service (BND) in the Chan- 
cellery, Jung. This paper also mentioned a potential 
involvement of the company Imhausen in Lahr. 


The more-than-100-page report, which is still being kept 
secret and is to be discussed and approved in the Federal 
Cabinet, contains further details. It gives a chronological 
survey of the affair. Yesterday, after a 2-hour ministerial 
debate in the Chancellery, it was supplemented. 


According to information available to DIE WELT, this 
report contains, among other things, the following state- 
ments: The first BND report on this matter was received 
by the Chancellery and the Foreign Ministry on 22 April 
1980. In this report the BND says that “a plant for the 
production of chemical combat agents and a system for 
their manufacture [Ausbringung]” is to be developed in 
Libya with the help of unnamed East and West German 
experts. Over the following years there were repeated 
indications, which were, however, partly contradictory. 
A more precise report came from the German Embassy 
in Moscow on 5 July 1985. The embassy reported to the 
Foreign Ministry on information from a “non-Eastern 
source,” according to which “a company called Imhau- 
sen, Lahr (owner Dr Hippenstiel), has concluded a 
contract for the delivery of a pharmaceutical project in 
Hong Kong.” A German nationalized company was 
allegedly involved. The telegram from the Embassy 
continued: The ‘ocation of the project is unknown. The 
special wishes of the client—glass instead of steel pipes, 
which implies the production of poison gas—and the 
secrecy of the location have caused doubts among 
experts about whether this is a pharmaceutical project in 
Hong Kong. Libya had been mentioned as the actual 
country of destination. 


This report from the German Embassy was conveyed to 
the FRG Economics Ministry and to the BND with a 
“request for further investigation.” On 19 July 1985 the 
BND reported to the Foreign Ministry: “There are no 
findings concerning the embassy's report. Imhausen is 
sufficiently competent in chemical matters to make 
deliveries of all kinds. The assumption that the change in 
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